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‘Thank you Mr President.
- .Over the past two years this Council has made significant progress in discussing human rights,
“sexual orientation and gender identity. In-her report on Discriminatory Laws and Practices and
Acts of Violence against Individuals based on their Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, the
‘High Commnssroner noted that indeed-the Council was required to address incidents of V|olence '
~and dlscrlmlnatlon based -on’ sexual orlentatlon and - gender identity given its mandate to _
~ promote unlversal respect for the protection of all human: rlghts and fundamental freedoms: R
\ 'for all, wrthout dlstlnctlon of any kmd and ina fair and equal manner : .

’ "Contmumg serlous VIolatrons repeated acts of dlscrlmmatlon and V|olence around the world -

R ~demonstrate the lmportance of addresstng thls matter In‘the East and Horn of Afrlca, Iesbran

"'.;v‘;gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons -continue ‘to find "their basic rlghts and : -
a freedoms under severe attack, as well-as those HRDs who are: worklng to. protect their rlghts _
g ’fThey are subjected to. physical violence ‘and ‘sexual abuse, excluded from accessmg healthcare,i P

educatlon and employment opportunrtles as weIl as bemg the target of a contlnumg ‘media

Q{;wntch hunt. in ‘the last year, we have -also 'seen’ the mterruptlon of gay pride parades the;“f‘l»]:f’:‘i
R _vclosure of: human r|ghts workshops |Ilegal arrests of actrvrsts and ‘a crackdown on the right toﬁ-__ <
" =" freedom of artistic expréession and creatlwty wrth bans on plays touching on issues of sexual

”".iorlentatlon Organlsatlons workmg on these issues: have been threatened wnth closure

‘['jThls'-situation.ls-real' thesexaﬂbuses are‘unaccepta‘ble._ L

) We call on states to take concrete actlon to allow LGBTI people to. I|ve Ilves of dlgnlty and to;

o ]',:enjoy their “inherent: fundamental rlghts like . any other human bemg, by reformlng""'l-ﬂ:*

: ".dlscrlmlnatory Iaws and holdlng perpetrators of v10lat|ons to account

N

The Human nghts Councﬂ must also contlnue to play |ts role and keep a sustamed focus on’ thlsb"
"‘,,‘|ssu3 : : - LTl R

O thank you Mr President:



