
UNITED I \AT IONS NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GEI\ERAL

MESSAGE TO EVENT ON ENDING ' 'N""*CE AND CRIMINAL SANCTIONS
BASED ON SEXUAL OruENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY

Geneva, lZ Septemf,e

Deliverecl h1, Ms. JVavanethem Pillav, High Commissioner.fbr Hurnan Righls'

I t  is a pleasure to greet al l  the part icipants in this evetrt  taking place during the

fi f teenth resular session of the Human Riehts Counci l .

Human rights make up one of the three pi l lars of the United Nations. alongside

development and peace and security. Protecting human rights means protecting the r ights

of everyone, without dist inct ion or discrimination, and paying part icular attention to the

most vulnerable and margir-ral ized, who may'face special obstacles to the ful l  enjovment

o f  the i r  r i eh ts .

In this context, I  recognize the part icular vulnerabi l i t l '  of individuals who face

criminal sanctions, including irnprisonment and in some cases the death penalty,,  on the

basis of their sexuai orientat ion or gender identi ty.

Laws criminal izing people on grounds of sexual orientat ion and gender identi tv

violate the principle of non-discrirnination. They also fuel violence, help to legit imize

hornophobia and contr ibute to a cl imate of hate. That is u'hy. in Ma1, of this vear. during

a visi t  to Malawi, I  cal led for such laws to be reformed worldwide.

No doubt deepll ,-rooted cultural sensit ivi t ies can be aroused when we talk about

sexual orientat ion. Social att i tudes run deep and take t ime to change. But cultural
considerations should not stand in the u'ay of basic human rights.

The responsibi l i t ies of the United Nations and the obl igations of States are clear.

No-one. regardless of their sexual orientat ion or gender identi ty. should be subjected to

torture or to cruel, inhurnan or degrading treatrnent. No-one should be prosecuted for

their ideas or bel iefs. No-one should be punished for exercising their r ight to freedom of

expression.

I therefbre repeat the appeal I rnade in Ma1,; for all countries that criminalize
people on the basis of their sexual orientat ion or gender identi ty to take the steps
necessary to remove such offences from the statute books ar-rd to encourage greater
respect for al l  people, irrespective of their sexuali ty or gender identi ty.

I  hope t l iat your discussions u, i l l  further the inter-governmental dialogue on this
issue and raise awareness of the need for reform. Please accept my,best rvishes for a

successful event.
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